54                   PROBLEMS OF POWER
M. Hanotaux gone, perceived, with its usual celerity, the signs of the change in the European situation. Lord Salisbury still remained pro-German, anti-French. England was one of the Powers in need of friends. There was public proof of it. Mr. Chamberlain was acclaiming the idea of an Anglo-Saxon Alliance (Birmingham Speech, May 13,1898). Italy might, for the moment, be left on one side, to be dealt with later on, and Russia could be counted on blindly to continue her fatal march towards the abysmal Orient. "Seizing the event," Germany induced England, at this juncture, to renounce secretly and tentatively her policy of " splendid isolation/' and to sign that mysterious arrangement with regard to the future of the Portuguese possessions in Africa, which subsequent, and equally secret, treaties, signed in Lisbon in 1904, were to nullify.1"
Thus, while Russia was dragging France towards the disaster of Mukden, Germany turned with a candid face to the people whose sea-power her own growing navy was already beginning to menace, and sought to convince them of her unalloyed sincerity. So long as Lord Salisbury remained at the head of the Foreign Office, France would strive in vain to thwart Germany's action. For that statesman, even for his august Queen, France and Russia were the hereditary enemies. German policy, in driving Russia into the East, had enhanced England's suspicion of Russia. England regarded opting for Germany as a less dangerous choice than making up with Russia ; moreover, she was the deadly foe of Russia's
d'Agadir^y M. Pierre Albin (Alcan), and Kiel et Tangev, by M. Charles Maurras (Nouvelle LibrairieNationale). As a matter of fact, Count Minister's diplomacy in Paris was thwarted by the revelations of M. de Blowitz, who rendered England and France in 1898 hardly less effective service than during the famous " French scare " of 1875."!
1 Already in December 1900, King Charles of Portugal had been formally received on board Admiral Rawson's flagship, and had drunk the health of the " friendly and allied nation." This was one of the first events that revealed to Europe the new spirit animating the British Foreign Office.